HENRY G. IZATT MIDDLE SCHOOL
960 Scurfield Boulevard, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3Y 1N6  Telephone: 489-1239  Fax: 489-1370  E-Mail: cschlamp@pembinatrails.ca
Grade 8 Life and Learning/Outdoor Education

Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip June 24th – 25th,  2013

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

This year’s culminating event for Grade 8 Life and Learning/Outdoor Education is an overnight camping excursion to Grand Beach Provincial Park from Monday, June 24th to Tuesday, June 25th, 2013. Grand Beach Provincial Park, located just over an hour from Winnipeg by the communities of Grand Marais and Grand Beach offers a number of unique year end opportunities for students such as hiking, conservation projects, waterslides, and the basics of safe camping practices.

The Objectives of the Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip are as follows; 

1) To provide an introductory overnight camping experience with a focus on safety, responsibility to self and others, planning/preparation, wilderness skill development, and lifetime recreation in a wilderness setting. 

2) To enhance citizenship by participation in a park conservation project.  

3) To celebrate the end of the grade 8 year with recreational activities promoting fitness and well-being.  
We ask that you read through the information package and indicate if your child will be part of this trip or not part of this trip by May 27th .   There is a cut off and return slip at the end of this information package that is to be returned with a non-refundable deposit of $64.00* to the homeroom grade 8 teacher by no later than May 27th 2013. 

*Full refunds will be issued upon trip cancellation. 

Important: Please note that the Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip, is one of the Life and Learning programs being offered by the grade 8 team. The scope and nature of the Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip is a rewarding experience for students that requires significant staff/parent involvement.  We welcome and will need parent volunteers for both day and overnight supervision. The trip meets curricular outcomes in Physical Education, Outdoor Education, Health, Science and Citizenship. 

Students who are not able to attend will be attending a Grade 8 only, school based Life and Learning Program   led by Mrs. Macdonald, Mr. Dolinski, and Mr. Bockstael on the 24th and 25th of June. 

If you have any questions about Grade 8 Life and Learning/Outdoor Education  Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip please directly contact your child’s grade 8 homeroom teacher. 

Sincerely, 

C. Roe, T. Fast, K. Macdonald, D. Bockstael, S. Dolinski 

Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip Highlights

i)A full day of physical activity at The Thunder Mountain Waterslides which have been booked for our grade 8’s on June 25th.  

ii)Hiking 10 km of the supernatural Ancient Beach and Boulder Trails and lunching at the outlook in Grand beach Provincial Park on June 24th am. 

iii)Participating in a park conservation project under the direction of the Grand Beach Provincial Park Interpreter on June 25th am.  

iv)Overnight Camping, along with Campfire theatre, and Camp Wide Games in Bay 13 at Grand Beach Provincial Park. 

 v) Beachcombing, beach volleyball, soccer, and wading (waist only)* at Grand beach Provincial Park. *according to the  National lifeguards/Grand Beach Patrol 

vi)As for experiencing nature, the provincial park service describes Grand Beach as follows. 

Dunes 12 meters high and kilometers of inviting warm sand beach receive the gentle waves of the great prairie sea. This is Grand Beach, located on Lake Winnipeg - the sixth largest lake in Canada. The endangered Piping Plover is just one of many species that makes the sands of Grand Beach its home. Grand Beach is forested with many kilometers of post glacial trails, old eskers now rolling hills, overlooking the lake.   

Transportation  

Travel from Winnipeg to Grand Beach Provincial Park will be via two charter busses.  A U-haul Truck will carry all equipment and food. One way the trip is approx. 1 hour and 15 mins.  

Safety Protocols 

i) Behavior: The Grand Beach Provincial Park trip is a direct extension of the HGI School experience. Behavior expectations and the need for respect operate at the same high standard as classroom expectations. Students are subject to the safety rules and expectations as outlined by the Grand Beach Provincial Park regulations. Trip participants are expected meet these expectations and regulations, without exception. Parents are expected to pick up students from Grand Beach Provincial Park in the event that basic behavior expectations are not met. Trip leaders’ decisions in the event of a parent pick up at Grand Beach Provincial Park are final. 

ii) Weather/Natural Hazards: In the week leading up to the trip close attention will be paid to student safety with regards to weather.  Inclement or extreme weather will lead to an early bus pick up when safely possible. If the weather proves to be inclement or extreme before leaving HGI on June 24th the trip will be delayed either until later in the day or cancelled whereupon a school based Life and Learning program will be made available for students on June 24th and June 25th. 

iii) Communication: A phone tree will made available to parents one week prior to the trip including contact numbers for school admin. and trip leaders. Students may bring electronic devices at own risk for the purposes of communication (only) understanding that these devices will work with the proper elevation and service. If the need to communicate with parents over a safety issue arises it will be 

Safety Protocols – Communication cont…

initiated by a trip leader. Students who choose to bring an electronic device will not be using the device during program activities. 
iv) First Aid 

All trip leaders have substantial first aid training and experience. Each trip leader will carry a HGI first aid kit at all times. Each trip leader will carry student (+ trip leader) contact information including medical contact information.  

iii) Supervision

 Hiking, camping, water-sliding and all trip activities will be conducted in a group setting with adult supervision at all times. The trip leaders have substantial experience in coordinating Outdoor Education excursions. 

iv)Trip Planning
 A trip Itinerary will be left with the Grand Beach District branch of Manitoba Conservation who co-ordinate with the RCMP. The number of this Branch office is 1-204-754-5040. 

v)Food and Water
 Students and staff will be cooking together for the Dinner (hot dog roast) , and breakfast the next day. Students will need to provide, barbecue food, breakfast food and lunch items for two lunches. Staff will provide snacks on both days. We ask that students coordinate food in groups and that food is packed in reasonably sized coolers. All food will be locked in the U-Haul truck after meals and campsite cleanup as per park regulations will be routine. Treated water is widely available at Grand Beach Provincial Park. 

vi)Clothing and Equipment
 Students will need a backpack or ‘carry style’ duffel bag for clothing and lunches.  Students will be tenting in groups. Tents are supplied by students. Tents will be tested and set up one week prior to the trip at HGI. 

 All students will need Mosquito netting that fits over a baseball hat and can be purchased at the dollar store. Students will be given instruction on clothing that prevents insect bites. Students will need Bug juice. Tick checks will routinely take place three times a day.  Sunscreen, hats, rain-jackets, rain pants, sturdy footwear for hiking, and cold weather wear is mandatory. Close toed shoes are necessary at camp. A more complete equipment list will be made available to students in early June. 

vii) Student Pick Up
  Please let us know in advance and in writing if you are intending to pick up your child at Grand Beach Provincial Park on either June 24th or June 25th.  

Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip Itinerary

Day One: Monday June 24th 

8:30 AM – Students to arrive at HGI for homeroom equipment/food check. Food/equipment and tents are loaded into the U-haul Truck.  

9:15 am – Departure from HGI for Grand Beach Provincial Park  

10:30 am – Arrival, check in, base camp set up at bay 13, Grand Beach Provincial Park 

12:00 pm – Lunch at the base camp (bay 13)  

12:30 pm -- Hike the Ancient Beach Trail from Bay 13 at Grand Beach Provincial Park 
2:00 pm -- Snack at the base camp (bay 13) 

2:30 pm – Recreational activities followed by a hike to the sand dunes at the east gate of Grand beach Provincial Park. 

5:00 pm –  Hike and BBQ at the West Beach recreational area
7:00 pm – Snack and Wide Game preparation at the East Beach Dunes. 

8:30 pm --- Camp Fire Theatre, daily awards, songs, skits and stories.

10:00 pm --- Night time routines. - In tents, Lights out/Quiet Time as per Provincial Park regulations.
Day Two: Tuesday, June 25th

7:30 am Wake up 

8:00 am- Breakfast

9:00 am- Break Camp / Hike to the Thunder Mountain Waterslides 
10:00 am- Arrive at the Thunder Mountain Waterslides just outside the East Beach gateway 
One hour hike on the Grand beach trails (Group one), One hour guided conservation project (Group two)

Then switch activities. 

12:30 pm – Student lunch at the Thunder Mountain Waterslides  

1:45 pm pick up from the Thunder Mountain Waterslides 
3:00 pm- Return to HGI Middle school 
Grand Beach Trip Budget and Student Fees

Expenses Thunder Mountain Waterslides: 1 pass x $10 (approx. 60 students) = $600.00

Expenses Transportation: 1 bus x $1000 each = $1000.00
Expenses Gas for the U-haul truck : 1 vehicle x $150 =$150
Expenses U-Haul Truck : 1 x $350.00 =$350 

Expenses: Camping Fees at Grand Beach Provincial Park + gas for volunteer vehicles (4) = $370.00
Expenses Incidentals =$700 

(Group food, barbecue items, First Aid Supplies) 

Donations: Vehicle Park Passes, MB. Conservation free, 

Trip costs = $3170.00

Total Cost per student 3170.00/ min 50-60 students = $ 64.00 per student 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please cut this section off and return to your Grade 8 Homeroom teacher by May 27th, 2013

I ______________________ (parent). Have read the following Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip package 
and give my permission for _____________________________student to attend the trip on June 24th  
June 25th,  2013. I have included a check for $64.00 made out to HGI Middle School*. 

Or 

I ______________________ (parent) have read the following and  _______________________ (student) 
will not be able to attend the Grand Beach Provincial Park Trip and will participate in a Grade 8 only 
school based Life and Learning program on June 24th to June 25th at HGI Middle School. 
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