What the ancient story of Gilgamesh can teach us about Mesopotamia   
Learning to Make Inferences : Ancient legends and myths are not only entertaining and strange but have important clues to help us understand human history. Something as simple as a fairy tale like Cinderella (circa 1200 CE) from Europe gives us a glimpse of what people believed, and how people lived. 
To benefit from ancient stories we need to learn to make inferences. An inference is when you literally put clues together to come up with the big picture meaning in something. An inference turns into inquiry when you are curious enough to ask why and create a question out of your inference. For example: Archaeologists found a large boat on the top of a mountain. A logical inference might be that the world’s oceans were once as high as the top of the mountain. 
Inference Assignment: 

1) Work with a partner. After performing your groups section and watching the other groups perform their sections from the Epic of Gilgamesh (this process is called “Readers Theatre”), scan through the translated version of the story in your script. Use a highlighter to pick out at least 8 key events in the story that you are either curious about or you figure might have big picture meaning. 

2) Rough Draft : 

a) On loose leaf …. In 1 - 2 detailed sentences describe the key event from the story. 

b) Make at least one inference – in a full detailed sentence about the key event. 
c) In an additional sentence explain why your inference might be true or logical. 

d) Finally ask an inquiry question about your inference. 
3) Good Copy – edit the rough draft either typing or re-writing your rough draft. 

4) Grading – Each sentence is worth a full mark so the entire assignment is worth 32 marks. 

Key Event _____________________________________________________________________________
My Inference _____________________________________________________________________________
Why my inference is logical _____________________________________________________________________________
My Inquiry Question _____________________________________________________________________________
